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We reveal how over half of the two million
tyres sold in the UK each year have major

defects — putting drivers’lives at risk
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e being sold in the
UK each year, an Auto Express
inwestigation has revealed

Thart's because people are
flogging used rubber which
isn’t roadworthy, and purting
motarists’ safety at risk. We
lenow because we teamed up
with maker Continental o buy
a sample of tyres - and were
shocked atwhat we found. Its
experts checked the quality of
each, and discovered nearly half

af those purchased had defects
which could prove dangerous.
Some had cuts in them, while
others were bald in places.

We were also sold items
which were so old - one ser
was made 17 years ago - they
were covered in cracks where
the rubker had perished.

This could cause them o
delaminate at speed,

Among the sample was one
which had been punctured,
bur the repair hadn't been
carried out in accordance with
British Standards. Yet when
we took this particular tyre
to two reputable fitting firms,

they put it on a wheel rim
for us and sa1d it should be
Ok to use on the road.

Some of the part-worns
were bought over the Interner,
while others were purchased
from an on-street dealer, The
latter were in better condition
and safe, although one of the
sellers hadn't complied 100 per
cent with the rules governing
the sale of part-worns, These
state that the rubber should be
permanently labelled as such
in a clearly visible way - but the
stamp on the tyre we bought
from one wasn't exactly legible
[see picture, above). And while

we didn't get any unsafe
rvres when dealing face-to-
face with a trader, that doesn’t
necessarily mean you won't,
Continental subsidiary
Entyrety - one of the tyre
industry’s leading providers
of technical services - carried
oL 3 separate study with
Lincolnshire Trading
Standards into part-worns
sold by traders. Thirty per

Lobel ok legle

cent af the items they
checked had serious defects.
These included unsafe repairs
damage to the bead area of the
tvre - which compromises its
ability to maintain pressure -
and rubber that had been run
in a deflated condition, leading
to strucrural damage not
visible to the naked eye
Francis Gibson, senior
rrading standards officer at
Lincolnshire County Council,







