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Thank you for supporting Tyre Safety Month 
which runs throughout October. Each year 
the campaign gets bigger and better, largely 
thanks to the involvement and participation of 
a growing number of supporters. We hope that 
with your backing, we can once again make 
this a record year and save even more lives 
than before.

After the wettest winter on record, the focus for this year’s 
campaign will be on educating and reminding drivers about the 
importance of ensuring their tyres have adequate tread depth, 
which is essential for safe driving in wet conditions.

In addition to raising awareness about this key tyre safety issue, 
we will be delivering strong calls to action which encourage 
drivers to check their tread depth by taking the 20p test or to 
visit their nearest supporting workshop for a free tyre safety 
check.

This toolkit is not intended to be a prescriptive or comprehensive 
‘how to’ guide, but to provide some background information, 
ideas and resources that may be of use when planning events,  
or may enhance events you are already planning.

We’d be really grateful if you could keep us informed of any 
events and activities you are planning in support of Tyre Safety 
Month so that we can share this information more widely.

I wish you the very best for a successful Tyre Safety Month.

 

 
Stuart Jackson, Chairman, TyreSafe

Some of the groups you may consider 
targeting during tyre safety month include 
young drivers, families, older drivers, 
commuters, fleet managers, health and safety 
managers and professional drivers.

Whichever groups you decide to target, a 
number of key messages and calls to action 
have been developed for the campaign.

Key messages:

• Good tyre tread depth keeps you safer in 
the wet

• Adequate tread depth reduces your risk of 
aquaplaning

• Tyre tread depths should be checked at 
least once a month

• Driving on tyres with illegal tread depth not 
only reduces your safety on the road but 
also risks a fine of up to £2,500 and three 
penalty points for each illegal tyre

 
 

Tests carried out by the British Tyre 
Manufacturers Association found that, when 
braking, a car travelling in the wet at 50mph 
on new tyres with 8mm of tread depth took 
25.9m to stop whereas it took 37.8m to stop 
on worn tyres with 1.6mm of tread depth.

Each year in the UK, more than 1,200 road 
casualties are caused by illegal, defective or 
under-inflated tyres.

Calls to action:

• Check your tread depth at least once a 
month by taking the 20p test

• Visit your local participating tyre dealer 
during Tyre Safety Month for a free tyre 
safety check

• Sign up to TyreSafe’s social media channels 
to receive regular tyre safety advice

• Take a #Tyreselfie and share with your 
friends on social media to help promote tyre 
safety month 
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We hope that you 
will be able to 

help in delivering 
this campaign by 

promoting it in 
and around your 

workplace,  
or by organising 

special events at a 
local level. 

In the toolkit,  
we’ve suggested 
just a few ideas 

you could consider. 
These types of 

activities are a vital 
element into the 

overall success of 
Tyre Safety Month, 
massively helping 

to expand the reach 
and impact of our 

messages.

While Tyre Safety Month is aimed at car drivers in general,  
the more you are able to segment and target individual groups,  
the more relevant and effective your activity is likely to be.  
For example, creating awareness with those who drive for work  
or with their fleet managers may require subtle differences and  
an alternative approach to targeting young drivers.



Tyre Safety Month has been designed to offer 
as many opportunities as possible for people 
to get involved and support the campaign. 
With so much activity expected to take place, 
keeping track of everyone’s activities can be 
difficult. However, by keeping us informed 
of what you’ve got planned, we may be able 
to help further by publicising your activity or 
by putting you in touch with another local 
supporter to co-ordinate and collaborate on 
any activities.

Although TyreSafe is the driving force behind 
Tyre Safety Month, it’s your campaign too 

and, as such, we’d encourage you to carry out 
your own local media activity. Press materials 
supporting the campaign are available from 
www.tyresafe.org and you can also seek 
further advice from the TyreSafe press office.

If you do secure any regional TV or radio 
coverage, TyreSafe has a number of 
experts on hand who are able to support 
interviews for comment and advice. 
If this assistance is required, please 
contact Christine Joyce on 01787 226995 
at the earliest opportunity.

Supporting Tyre Safety Month is 
easy to do. A suite of materials 
have been developed to help you 
promote the campaign in and 
around your workplace and local 
community. These materials can 
also be dual branded with your 
own company logo to further 
enhance your brand’s corporate 
social responsibility.

In addition to displaying campaign materials, 
many organisations have previously enjoyed a 
great deal of success by organising tyre safety 
events. These have ranged from education 
evenings within car and tyre dealerships 
through to roadside checks and shopping 
centre exhibitions in conjunction with local 
emergency services.

A series of Tyre Safety Month case studies 
showcasing some of our partners’ previous 
efforts are available to view on the TyreSafe 
website www.tyresafe.org/other-information/
case-studies

To help you set up some activity for Tyre 
Safety Month, here are some other simple 
suggestions you may wish to consider:

• Display campaign posters in customer 
waiting rooms or staff canteens

• Add a page to your external website or 
company intranet as well as linking to 
TyreSafe’s campaign pages

• Add a Tyre Safety Month campaign banner 
to your website

• Use your company’s social media channels 
to remind drivers to check their tyres

• Add a seasonal message to your company’s 
e-newsletter reminding recipients to check 
their tyre tread

• Set up a local event to offer free tyre safety 
checks and advice to drivers

• Hold a tyre safety day at your workplace

• Organise a tyre safety audit of all of your 
employees’ cars

• Take a #tyreselfie and share with your 
social media contacts

• Take TyreSafe’s Facebook pledge

• Promote your event with your local press. 
Send them a press release in advance of 
the day and invite them down to have their 
tyres checked

• Get in touch with your local police force, 
fire service or road safety partnership and 
set up a joint awareness day in your local 
shopping centre or supermarket car park

Spread the word
TYRE SAFETY MONTH 2014

What you can do
TYRE SAFETY MONTH 2014



Campaign resources
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Printed collateral

The following printed posters and leaflets are 
available to download from the TyreSafe website 
or can be ordered free of charge by calling the 
campaign hotline on 01787 226995.

Posters

A5 LeafletInfographic (digital)
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Number of road 
casualties in the UK in 
2012 caused by illegal, 

defective or under-
inflated tyres

Number of days in 2013 
where rainfall fell in 

London

Amount of rainfall in the UK 
during winter 2013, making 
it the wettest winter since 

records began in 1910

points can be 
added to your 

licence for each 
illegal tyre!

170

1.6mm

20p

The most common size of car tyre in the UK

Typical time 
taken for a car’s 

tyres to clear 
enough water to 

fill a bucket in 
wet weather

average number 
of convictions 
at magistrates 

court in England 
and Wales each 
week in 2012 for 
defective tyres

Coin used to 
check tyres have 
legal tread depth

Legal minimum tread 
depth for tyres in the UK

Check your 
tyres at least 
once a month

The maximum possible 
fine for each tyre if 

convicted for driving 
with illegal tyres

October 12th - 
wettest day in 

2013 with 73mm 
of rainfall

1238

205/55R16

517.6mm

12

one

7
seconds

168

Braking distance on wet road travelling at 
50mph to rest.

NEW TYRE 8mm tread depth

WORN TYRE 1.6mm tread depth

25.9m
37.8m

£2500

3
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Your tyre tread grooves are 
critical to your safety on the road.

Simply place 
a 20p coin into 
the main tread 

grooves of your tyre. 
If the outer band 

of the 20p coin is 
obscured when it is 
inserted, then your 

tread depth is above 
the legal limit.

When taking the test, remember to check at least three locations around each tyre. 
As the test is so quick and easy, stay safe by checking your tyres at least once a month.

If the outer 
band of the coin 

is visible, then 
your tyres may 

be illegal and 
unsafe and should 

be checked 
immediately by 
a qualified tyre 

professional.

An easy way to check your tyre tread depth 
is to take the 20p test.TAKE THE 20p TEST

Braking distance on wet road travelling at 50mph to rest.

37.8m

25.9mNEW TYRE/8mm tread

WORN TYRE/1.6mm tread

In wet weather, they help to remove water from 
the contact patch between your tyres and the road 
surface, meaning your car can brake, steer and 
accelerate properly.
Without adequate tread depth, your tyres may 
not be able to perform properly in wet conditions, 
reducing your safety on the road.
On very wet roads, low tread depth could even 
result in you losing complete control of your 
vehicle through a hazardous process called 
aquaplaning.
However, by regularly checking your tyre tread 
depth, you can minimise this risk, helping to keep 
you, your passengers and other road users safe.

Tread depth and the law
The legal minimum limit for car tyre tread 
depth in the UK is 1.6mm across the central 
three quarters of the tread around its entire 
circumference.

Drivers found to be in breach of these laws 
risk a fine of up to £2,500 and three penalty 
points – for each tyre!

For maximum safety, it is advisable to 
replace your tyres before they reach the 
minimum tread depth.
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GOOD TREAD DEPTH
AND THE CORRECT 

PRESSURE 
KEEP YOU SAFER 

IN THE WET!
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Digital resources

A new range of digital resources including movies, animations and banners is also available. 
You can either link directly to these at the Tyre Safety Month microsite or order copies by calling 
01787 226995.

Online banners

Animation

Movie
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GOOD TYRE TREAD DEPTH KEEPS  
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CHECK YOUR TYRE TREAD  
DEPTH EVERY MONTH

GET A FREE TYRE  
HEALTH CHECK!
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SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES  
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GET A FREE 
TYRE HEALTH 

CHECK!
SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES  

tyresafe.org

FREE TYRE TREAD CHECK!
SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES  

tyresafe.org

CHECK YOUR TYRE  
TREAD DEPTH 

EVERY MONTH!



TyreSafe awards
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Entries are now open for the 2014 TyreSafe 
awards. These are a great way for your 
organisation to receive some well-deserved 
recognition for its efforts in supporting Tyre 
Safety Month.

If you’re thinking of entering the awards, then 
remember to keep evidence that can be used 
to support your entry such as photos of events, 
survey results, press cuttings etc. These can prove 
invaluable when it reaches the judging stage!

The @TyreSafe Twitter account 
will be busy tweeting during Tyre 
Safety Month. Please consider 
re-tweeting our posts to help 
spread the message, or let us 
know about your events so we 
can help publicise these as well.

We’ll also be making regular posts to our 
Facebook page, so please like our page and 
share our news and advice with your friends 
and family.

Ambassadors

As well as mentioning Tyre Safety Month on 
your own company social media platforms, 
encourage colleagues, customers, friends and 
family to do the same. Also, don’t forget if you 
have any famous celebrity brand ambassadors 
with a large following, any support they are 
able to provide will give the campaign a 
further welcome boost.

Take a #Tyreselfie

As part of Tyre Safety Month, we’ll be running 
a competition on our social media channels 
encouraging people to send us a picture of 
them taking a #tyreselfie – i.e. a picture of 
them taking the 20p test to check the tread 
depth of their tyres.

Help us to promote this initiative, by 
including the #tyreselfie hashtag in your  
tyre safety month posts and even sending 
us a picture of you taking the 20p test.

Social media
TYRE SAFETY MONTH 2014

Contacts 
For advice, help or to order campaign materials so you can get  

involved in Tyre Safety Month, contact us on any of the following:

Tel: 01787 226995  Email: cjoyce@tyresafe.org  Twitter: @TyreSafe

ENTER TODAY
The inaugural TyreSafe Awards – Promoting tyre safety
On Wednesday 20th November, the inaugural TyreSafe Awards will be presented 
during a luncheon at St John’s hotel in Solihull.
The prestigious event, the very first of its kind, will recognise the fantastic achievements and contributions from a wide range of organisations in helping 
to raise awareness about tyre safety issues since the start of 2012.

    Awards will be presented in the following categories    Independent garage award Franchise dealership award    Tyre manufacturer award Tyre retailer award    Vehicle manufacturer award Safety in the community award    Emergency services award Outstanding achievement award

Awards are open to any UK organisation that has made a contribution towards 
tyre safety in 2012 or 2013.
To enter the awards and be in with the chance of having your vital contribution 
recognised, download an entry form at www.tyresafe.orgClosing date for entries: 1st November 2013
SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES  tyresafe.org


