CHECK
YOUR TREAD
THE 20P TEST, SO SIMPLE
EVEN AN ADULT CAN DO IT

See overleaf for more details on carrying out this simple check or,
for video instructions on how to check your tyre tread depth,

Visit www.tyresafe.org

As the only point of contact between your car and the road, your
tyres play a critical role in keeping you safe. Acceleration,
braking, steering and cornering all depend on your tyres, making
it essential that they are properly cared for and regularly
examined. Poorly maintained tyres reduce performance and
compromise safety.
As the driver of a vehicle, you are responsible for making sure
its tyres are legal and in a roadworthy state. Failure to comply
with the legal minimum standards can result in fines of up to
£2,500 and three penalty points – for each illegal tyre. This
could cost you your licence or even your life.
UK law requires car tyres to have a minimum of 1.6mm of tread
across the central three quarters of the tyre around its entire
circumference. If this sounds complicated then all you need to
do is take the 20p test.

How to Check Your
Tyre Tread Depths

Tyres have a
tread depth
well above
the legal
limit.

How to take the 20p test
Simply insert a 20p coin into your tyre’s main tread grooves
to see if the outer rim of the coin is covered by the tread. Repeat
this across the width of the tyre and at several points around its
circumference. If you can see the rim of the coin when it is
inserted at any point, your tyre may be illegal and should be
checked by a tyre specialist. See how to take the 20p test at
www.tyresafe.org

The dangers of low tread depth
Adequate tread depth is essential for your safety on the roads.
In wet weather, the tread pattern helps to remove water from
the tyre’s contact patch with the road surface. As the tyre’s tread
wears down, it loses the ability to remove all of the water from
the road, resulting in longer stopping distances, loss of grip and
an increased risk of aquaplaning. For maximum safety it is
advisable to replace your tyres before they reach the minimum
legal tread depth.

Tread depth may be below
the legal limit. If stopped
by police, you could
face a maximum
of three penalty
points and a fine
of up to £2,500
per tyre.

Regular inspections
Your tyres should be examined regularly for signs of damage
and abnormal wear. As well as taking the 20p test, give your
tyres a thorough visual inspection all over. Remove any stones
or other objects which may be embedded within the tread. If you
see any cuts or bulges, the tyre should be looked at immediately
by a specialist as it may be unsafe and suffering from serious
internal damage. If your tyres have uneven wear, they should be
inspected by a qualified professional as it may indicate other
problems with your car.
Tyre pressures should be checked at least once a month or
before a long journey. Check the pressure when your tyres are
cold (i.e. you have driven less than two miles). Don’t forget to
replace the valve cap and remember to check the spare as well.

For further information,
visit www.tyresafe.org

