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OVER
10 MILLION

vehicles across the UK 
could potentially have 

 illegal tyres during 2016



Thank you for your interest in supporting Tyre Safety Month 2016. 
Last year’s campaign was the most successful yet with over 
750,000 posters, leaflets and other materials distributed to over 
300 organisations – over 50% more than the previous year. With 
even further support for TyreSafe having been enlisted in recent 
months, Tyre Safety Month 2016 is likely to once again break all 
previous records. 

The need for the annual tyre safety campaign in October has once 
again been underlined by the research carried out by the TyreSafe 
team. The most significant are the results from the second phase 
of the survey of tyre tread depth at the point of replacement in 
partnership with Highways England. Over 340,000 tyres have now 
been surveyed by over 800 retailers across England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The results confirm the findings of 
the first phase – that more than one-in-four British motorists are 
replacing their tyres when they are already illegal. In 2016, that 
equates to potentially over 10 million illegal and dangerous tyres 
on Britain’s roads. In combination with the number of casualties 
resulting from tyre-related incidents, the MOT failure rate due to 
defective tyres, and surveys of British motorists’ awareness of tyre 
safety issues, there is unquestionable evidence that attitudes need 
to change.

This evidence, plus the fact that routine tyre checks would prevent 
many of these incidents has been the inspiration behind this 
year’s Tyre Safety Month campaign – Don’t chance it, Check it. 
The toolkit shows the diverse array of materials available to you to 
communicate this message to Britain’s drivers. 

I encourage you to do all you can to support the campaign and, as 
always, you’re welcome to contact theteam@tyresafe.org if we can 
offer assistance to you.

 
 
Stuart Jackson, Chairman, TyreSafe

Below we have offered an overview of the  
key elements of the campaign.

While we would be delighted to have your 
support, please do consider activities which 
focus on other areas of tyre safety should 
you wish to. We have a substantial archive of 
materials and these may also be requested.

Key messages:

• Potentially over 10 million illegal and 
dangerous tyres could be on Britain’s  
roads in 2016

• Tread depth has a decisive influence on  
the way your vehicle accelerates, brakes 
and corners

• Safe tyres with legal tread depth will reduce 
the risks to you, your passengers and all 
road users

• Driving on tyres with illegal tread depth not 
only reduces your safety on the road but 
also risks a fine of up to £2,500 and three 
penalty points for each illegal tyre

 

Facts & figures:

• TyreSafe’s survey found that more than 
27% of people replaced their tyres when 
they were already illegal

• That could mean over 10 million illegal and 
dangerous tyres on Britain’s roads in 2016

• Potentially one in four vehicles could have 
an illegal and dangerous tyre in 2016

 
Calls to action:

• Check your tyre’s Air pressure, Condition 
and Tread depth at least once a month – 
ACT

• Visit your local participating tyre dealer 
during Tyre Safety Month for a FREE tyre 
safety check

• Sign up to TyreSafe’s social media channels 
to receive regular tyre safety advice

• Where did you last do it? Post a photo 
of yourself practising #TyreChecks

TyreSafeIntroduction Key messages
TYRE SAFETY MONTH 2016

We hope you 
will be able to 

help deliver this 
campaign by 

promoting it in 
and around your 
workplace or by 

organising special 
events locally.

This toolkit 
contains ideas 

and suggestions 
for ways you can 

participate but 
if you have any 
further ideas  
please get in 

touch.

This year TyreSafe’s campaign materials focus on the message of 
Don’t chance it, Check it. While the need to carry out regular tyre 
checks may seem obvious, the second phase of the tread depth  
survey at the point of replacement has confirmed an alarming  
number of Britain’s motorists are replacing their tyres only when  
they have already become illegal and dangerous. If they carried  
out #TyreChecks, this avoidable safety issue could be rectified.
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A critical element of Tyre Safety Month’s 
success is the growing number of individuals 
and organisations who stage their own 
activities to raise awareness of tyre safety.

TyreSafe encourages all participants to think 
of Tyre Safety Month as their own campaign 
but the team is ready to support these 
initiatives with materials and advice.  
TyreSafe may be able to help further publicise 
the event, connect organisers with other local 
supporters or provide materials which may 
enhance the activities. The best time to let us 
know what your organisation is doing during 
Tyre Safety Month is at the planning stage.

 

Even if you don’t need our support, the 
TyreSafe team would be delighted to hear 
about what you’ll be doing in Tyre Safety 
Month via theteam@tyresafe.org.

Don’t forget to tag your event on social media 
with #TyreChecks and if you secure any 
regional TV or radio coverage, TyreSafe has  
a number of experts on hand who are able  
to support interviews for comment and advice.  
Please contact the PR team on  
01787 221027 or pr@tyresafe.org at the 
earliest opportunity.

For general enquiries and to order materials: 
01787 226995 or theteam@tyresafe.org 

Below are some ideas and 
suggestions to help you set up 
some activity for Tyre Safety 
Month. We have campaign 
materials, including posters  
and leaflets that you can order  
to support your event.

All materials can be dual branded  
with your logo on request. Contact  
theteam@tyresafe.org for more  
information.

Events:

• Promote Tyre Safety Month by using our 
campaign materials in your workplace and 
local community

• Set up a local event offering free tyre safety 
checks and advice to drivers

• Hold a tyre safety day at your workplace

• Organise a tyre safety audit of all of your 
employees’ cars

• Previous events have ranged from 
education evenings within dealerships 
to roadside checks and shopping centre 
exhibitions in conjunction with local 
emergency services

• Promote your event with your local press. 
Send them a press release in advance of 
the day and invite them down to have their 
tyres checked

• Get in touch with your local police force, 
fire service or road safety partnership and 
set up a joint awareness day in your local 
shopping centre or supermarket car park

Online:

• Add a page to your external website or 
company intranet as well as linking to 
TyreSafe’s campaign pages

• Add a Tyre Safety Month campaign banner 
to your website

• Use your company’s social media channels 
to remind drivers to check their tyres

• Add a seasonal message to your company’s 
e-newsletter reminding recipients to check 
their tyre tread

• A series of case studies showcasing 
some of our partners’ previous efforts is 
available to view on the TyreSafe website 
(‘Campaigns’ drop-down menu – ‘Tyre 
Safety Month 2016’ – ‘Case studies’ in the 
menu on the left).

We’re here to support
TYRE SAFETY MONTH 2016

What you can do
TYRE SAFETY MONTH 2016
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Campaign resources
TYRE SAFETY MONTH 2016

A5 LeafletInfographic (digital)

SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES tyresafe.org

Over 800 tyre 
outlets participated

cars and vans on  
Britain’s road

1,100 casualties 
from defective tyre 
related accidents (2014)

average tyre per vehicle 
changed every year1

37,500,000

2mm

Illegal

borderline
1.6mm

3mm

Safe

WHAT WE CHECKED FOR:

70.4%

1 in 4 
vehicles could have 

illegal tyres this year

the difference between 
illegal and borderline 

0.4mm

which is half the  
thickness of a bank card 

27.3%

TREAD DEPTH 
SURVEY RESULTS

Over 340,000 
tyres surveyed at the  
point of replacement

27.3% 
of tyres 

were illegal 
 = over  

10 million  
illegal tyres

70.4%  
of tyres had 

a tread depth 
of 2mm or 

below = nearly 
24 million tyres

ARE YOU TYRE SAFE? CHECK YOUR TREAD TODAY!

SMMT, April 2016

L0W TREAD
POOR CONDITION

L0W TREAD

TYRE DAMAGE

LOW PRESSURE

L0W TREAD

OVER INFLATED TYRES

1-IN-4 DRIVERS COULD BE TAKING A CHANCE  
ON ILLEGAL OR POORLY MAINTAINED TYRES 

CHECK YOUR TYRES EVERY MONTH

DON’T
CHANCE IT
CHECK IT

TS486 TSM16 A5 LEAFLET 2.indd   1 14/06/2016   16:56

There are over 37 million vehicles on  
the UK’s roads – but did you know,  
potentially one-in-four has illegal or  
poorly maintained tyres?  
Don’t take a chance with your safety 
– carry out these simple checks.

TYRE TREAD
Your tyres’ tread is critical for acceleration, 
braking, steering and cornering.

The legal minimum limit for car tyre tread 
depth in the UK is 1.6mm across the  
central three quarters of the tread around 
its entire circumference.

To check your tread, place a 20p coin into 
the main tread grooves of your tyre. If the 
outer band of the 20p coin is obscured 
when it is inserted, then your tread depth 
is above the legal limit. If the outer band of 
the coin is visible, then your tyres may be 
illegal and unsafe.

PRESSURE
Correct tyre pressures reduce the risk of 
experiencing a rapid deflation, and also 
ensure optimal braking and handling. 
Correctly inflated tyres also last longer and 
use less fuel.

You can find the recommended pressure 
in your door shut, fuel filler cap or owner’s 
manual, and you can top up with air at 
most service stations.

CONDITION
Check your tyres for any bulges, lumps or 
cuts and remove any stones embedded in 
the tread. If something doesn’t look right, 
have it inspected immediately by a tyre 
professional.

Make sure you carry out these checks 
once a month, and before long journeys.

SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES  tyresafe.org

CHECK   T 

DON’T 
CHANCE  T

TS486 TSM16 A5 LEAFLET 2.indd   2 14/06/2016   16:56

SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES tyresafe.org
CHECK YOUR TYRES EVERY MONTH

TS486 TSM16 Chance it A2 Posters logos 2.indd   1 31/05/2016   11:24
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DON’T
CHANCE IT
CHECK IT!

CHECK YOUR TYRES EVERY MONTH 
     TREAD     PRESSURE     CONDITION

TS486 TSM16 Chance it A2 Posters logos 2.indd   2 31/05/2016   11:24

CH
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K YOUR TYRES EVERY MONTH

PRESSURE
TREAD
CONDITION

CHECK   T 

DON’T 
CHANCE  T
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DON’T CHANCE IT
CHECK IT!

1 in 4 cars on the road will have
defective tyres at some point this year!

CH

EC
K YOUR TYRES EVERY MONTH

PRESSURE
TREAD
CONDITION
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L0W TREAD
POOR CONDITION

L0W TREAD

TYRE DAMAGE

LOW PRESSURE

L0W TREAD

OVER INFLATED TYRES

SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES tyresafe.org

DRIVING ON DEFECTIVE TYRES AFFECTS 
EVERYONE’S SAFETY. 

CHECK YOUR TYRES EVERY MONTH

DON’T
CHANCE IT
CHECK IT

TS486 TSM16 Chance it A2 Posters logos 2.indd   4 31/05/2016   11:24

DON’T CHANCE IT
CHECK IT!

THE CAR 
IN FRONT HAD 

DEFECTIVE TYRES

SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES tyresafe.org
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DON’T CHANCE IT
CHECK IT!

FREE
TYRE
HEALTH
CHECK

TS486 TSM16 HealthCheck A2 Posters v2.indd   3 31/05/2016   11:42

L0W TREAD
POOR CONDITION

L0W TREAD

TYRE DAMAGE

LOW PRESSURE

L0W TREAD

OVER INFLATED TYRES

FREE TYRE
HEALTH CHECK
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CHECK   T 

DON’T 
CHANCE  T

FREE TYRE
HEALTH CHECK
SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES tyresafe.org

     TREAD     PRESSURE     CONDITION
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Campaign resources
TYRE SAFETY MONTH 2016

Online banners Animation

DON’T 
CHANCE IT

CHECK IT! 

TYRE 
SAFETY 
MONTH 
2016

CHECK   T 

DON’T 
CHANCE  T

tyresafe.orgCHECK   T DON’T CHANCE  T
GET A FREE TYRE HEALTH CHECK!

PRESSURE    TREAD    CONDITION  tyresafe.org

CHECK   T 

DON’T 
CHANCE  T

SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES
tyresafe.org

GET A FREE 
TYRE HEALTH 

CHECK!
SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES

tyresafe.org

PRESSURE
TREAD
CONDITION

SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES  
tyresafe.org

GET A FREE TYRE 
HEALTH CHECK!

PRINTED MATERIAL 
Posters and leaflets are available FREE to download from tyresafe.org or call 01787 226995

DIGITAL MATERIAL 
Web banner ads, an animation and film are available FREE to download from tyresafe.org

DUAL BRANDED MATERIAL 
If you would like to personalise material with your logo, please call 01787 226995
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Support TyreSafe
TYRE SAFETY MONTH 2016

To help raise tyre safety awareness, TyreSafe 
is asking members to consider incorporating 
as many of the below suggestions into their 
external communications. They’re low or no 
cost and will help considerably with increasing 
the reach of the potentially life-saving 
message. 

• Ensure you Follow or Like TyreSafe’s   
 Twitter and Facebook channels

• Link to both tyresafe.org and  
 partworn-tyres.co.uk

• Include ‘Proud to Support’ logo on relevant  
 sections of your website

• Include one quote from TyreSafe in at least  
 one press release a year

• Include @tyresafe in Twitter   
 communications on tyre safety

• Whenever communicating safety issues,  
 include a mention of TyreSafe and/or utilise  
 the ‘Proud to Support’ logo

•  Let theteam@tyresafe.org know about  
 activities you have planned

• Include a mention of TyreSafe in Facebook  
 posts

• Distribute a release to confirm support  
 for Tyre Safety Month or other TyreSafe  
 communications

• Smaller organisations/independents: utilise  
 TyreSafe’s template releases to promote  
 tyre safety awareness in your locality

Online and social media channels have never 
been more important as we reach out to new 
audiences. TyreSafe’s Facebook and Twitter 
channels will be extremely active during 
Tyre Safety Month and just as we ask you 
to support by Liking, sharing and retweeting 
content, we’re just as keen to do the same 
for our partners. Make sure you keep us busy 
with your updates and we’ll help share your 
good work.

You don’t need to be a techno-wizard to make 
a difference online, either. There are plenty of 
options open to you for increasing the reach 
of your online work but even simple ideas, for 
instance making sure work colleagues, friends 
and family share your content, can make a 
significant difference.

Follow us on Twitter @TyreSafe

Get involved in our #TyreChecks hashtag and 
let us know how and where you last did it.

Share images with TyreSafe on 
Facebook

For those who share their safe tyre checks 
with us on Facebook, we’ll once again be 
offering a prize to the contributor of the best 
photo.

Contacts

For advice, help or to order campaign 
materials so you can get involved in  
Tyre Safety Month, contact us on any of  
the following: Tel: 01787 226995  
Email: theteam@tyresafe.org

Social media
TYRE SAFETY MONTH 2016

Mark didn’t 
chance it,  

but checked 
his tyres  

before driving 
to the airport 

#TyreChecks
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