
EACH YEAR IN THE UK, MORE THAN 1,000 MOTORISTS ARE 
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT WHERE ILLEGAL, DEFECTIVE OR 
UNDER-INFLATED TYRES ARE A CONTRIBUTORY FACTOR.

And Your Safety

PART WORN 
TYRES

Find out more by visiting tyresafe.org

EASY REFERENCE GUIDE



WHAT IS A PART WORN TYRE? 
Part worn tyres are tyres that have 
already been used. They come from cars 
which have been written off or have been 
imported part-used from other countries. 
Although they may seem like a cheaper 
alternative, they have an unknown history 
and are potentially a danger. As part worn 
tyres are not required to be examined by 
x-ray for internal structural defects before 
their sale, it can be impossible to determine 
if any internal damage exists and that the 
safety of the tyre has been compromised.

TYRESAFE INVESTIGATIONS 
TyreSafe carried out over 200 
investigations with Trading Standards 
across the UK, investigating 228 dealers 
and inspecting 477 tyres.

65% of tyres inspected by TyreSafe were 
unsafe to return to the roads

94% of tyres inspected by TyreSafe were 
being sold illegally

93% of dealers were non-compliant with 
legal regulations

That’s why TyreSafe strongly recommends 
the fitting of new tyres. 

ARE PART WORN TYRES LEGAL? 
UK legislation permits the sale of part worn 
tyres, subject to them meeting a number of 
criteria. It is an offence for a part worn tyre 
to be supplied which does not meet the 
requirements of The Motor Vehicle Tyres 
(Safety) Regulations 1994 (reg.7.) Act. As a 
consumer you should be aware:

1.  The structural integrity must not be 
compromised. It should be free of large 
cuts, any bulges or lumps both internally 
and externally. No plies or cords should 
be exposed.

2.  Tyres must have passed an inflation test 
prior to sale.

3.  The original grooves must still be 
clearly visible in their entirety and must 
be at least 2mm deep across the full 

breadth of the tread, around its entire 
circumference. The minimum legal tread 
depth for a car or van tyre in the UK is 
1.6mm

4.  Part worn tyres which have not been 
retreaded must clearly show the relevant 
‘E’ mark alongside which ‘PART-WORN’ 
must be permanently and legibly applied 
in letters at least 4mm high. These 
words cannot be hot branded or cut into 
the tyre.

5.  Part worns can be sold having 
been properly puncture repaired in 
accordance with BS AU 159. Sidewall 
repairs are permitted only under 
extremely rare circumstances.

Part worn tyres that do not meet these 
legal requirements pose a serious safety 
risk to you, your passengers and other road 
users.

FALSE ECONOMICS 
Part worn tyres might seem a bit cheaper, 
but long term they’re not necessarily a 
great saving. New tyres are normally sold 
with 8mm of tread depth. Part worn tyres 
may have as little as 2mm of tread. The 
UK legal minimum tread depth is 1.6mm, 
so the cost per mm of useable tread on 
part worns can be considerably more than 
that of a new tyre. Part worn tyres will also 
need to be replaced again much sooner 
than a new tyre.

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE BEEN SOLD A 
FAULTY PART WORN TYRE:

Please contact your local Trading 
Standards office.  Search for your local 
office at www.tradingstandards.gov.uk
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