
PART WORN TYRES
Compliance, Safety Inspection & Legal Standards  

(The Motor Vehicle Tyres (Safety) Regulations 1994 & GPSR 2005)

A tyre is the only point of contact between a vehicle and the road.  
Part worn tyres must meet strict legal standards – non-compliant 

sales put lives and livelihoods at risk.

EASY REFERENCE GUIDE

NEW TYRE
8mm initial depth − 1.6mm legal limit  
= 6.4mm usable tread.

PART WORN TYRE
3mm initial depth − 1.6mm legal limit 
= 1.4mm usable tread.

ECONOMIC REALITY
Part-worn tyres frequently 
cost more than TWICE AS 
MUCH per millimetre of 
usable tread compared to 
new budget tyres.

Remember ACT and the 
Legal Pass/Fail Checklist:

SAFE TYRES SAVE LIVES
tyresafe.org

It is a CRIMINAL OFFENCE under the Consumer Protection Act to supply, 
display, or possess non-compliant part-worn tyres for sale.

Over 90% of part-worn tyres investigated during joint Trading Standards 
operations FAIL TO COMPLY WITH SAFETY AND MARKING REGULATIONS.

MARKING
Must feature the 

text PART WORN in 
uppercase, at least 
4mm high, applied 

via cold vulcanisation 
or permanent ink 

adjacent to the ‘E’ or 
‘e’ approval mark. Hot 

branding or cutting 
into the casing is 

strictly illegal.

TREAD DEPTH
Minimum 2mm of 

tread depth across 
the full breadth of 
the original tread 
pattern and entire 

outer circumference 
before sale.

INTEGRITY
Free from cuts 
over 25mm (or 

10% section width), 
internal bulges, 

tears, or exposed 
structural cords. 

Inspect bead seats 
for demounting 
tears or hidden 

bead-wire damage.

INFLATION
Must be inflated on 
a wheel rim to the 

tyre manufacturer’s 
maximum cold 

inflation pressure 
(as stamped on the 
sidewall) to verify 
casing integrity 

during inspection 
before display  

or sale.
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